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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
Eric Little, 
 

Complainant, 
 

vs. 
 
San Diego Gas & Electric Company, 
 

Defendant. 

 
 
 

Case 04-08-011 
(Filed August 18, 2004) 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING  
ALLOWING EMERGENCY WORK 

 

The Assigned Commissioner and Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling 

Issuing Temporary Restraining Order, dated October 15, 2004, restrained 

defendant San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) from, among other 

things, performing any work, or having any work performed, on the project 

known as the Scripps Lake Conversion Surcharge Underground Project (Scripps 

Lake project).  On October 28, 2004, SDG&E filed a motion seeking permission to 

do emergency work on a portion of the Scripps Lake underground project.  

SDG&E represents that the situation requires immediate action and requests that 

an immediate decision on its motion be issued. 

SDG&E represents that the cable that has already been laid underground 

as part of the Scripps Lake project is in danger of serious damage from water that 

has accumulated from recent rains.  SDG&E states that it must do emergency 

work in order to prevent the cable from being rendered unusable.  SDG&E seeks 

permission to: 
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1. Test and evaluate the status of the cable; 

2. Splice cable ends in the underground section;  

3. Complete terminations of the cable in Scripps substation; 

4. Complete terminations of the cable at the cable pole; and 

5. Energize the cable at the cable pole for a period of 24 hours. 

SDG&E submits in support of its request a copy of an electronic mail (e-

mail) message dated October 12, 2004 that it states is from an employee of the 

contractor doing the work, addressed to responsible SDG&E employees.  In it, 

the contractor’s representative expresses concern that cables already prepared for 

further work may be damaged by moisture.  He notes that “[t]he cables in 

question are the three potheads in the substation and the splices in the last 

manhole on the east end of the job.” 

The e-mail message supports the first three of SDG&E’s requested actions 

set out above.  SDG&E should be allowed to test the cable, splice cable ends in 

the underground section, and complete the terminations in Scripps substation.  In 

the absence of any technical documentation or information provided by a person 

with relevant expertise explaining why the other requested actions are required to 

preserve the integrity of the cable, the requests to complete the cable pole 

terminations and energize the cable for 24 hours should not be granted. 

As previously described in this proceeding, the Scripps Lake project is 

undergrounding a portion of tie line (TL) 6916 between Sycamore Canyon 

substation and Scripps substation, but much of the work for the Scripps Lake 

project is coextensive with work on the contested project at issue in this 

proceeding.  SDG&E’s request does not explicitly state that the cable on which it 

intends to do the work is TL 6916, and not TL 669 or TL 6942, at issue in this 
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proceeding.1  This ruling assumes that the work described is on TL 6916, and 

restricts the permission given to work on TL 6916.   

This ruling is issued on an ex parte basis because SDG&E represents that 

the condition of the cable requires immediate action.2  SDG&E has, however, 

been on notice at least since the October 12, 2004 e-mail appended to its motion 

that the integrity of the cable laid for the Scripps Lake project was in question.  

SDG&E advances no reason for the delay of more than two weeks in making its 

request for permission to do the work.  Because of the extremely expedited 

consideration of SDG&E’s motion, SDG&E must provide documentation of each 

step of the process being allowed, in order to ensure that the work does not 

extend beyond the scope of this Ruling. 

IT IS RULED that: 

1.  SDG&E must file and serve documentation, not later than 

November 1, 2004, demonstrating that the work allowed by this ruling is 

exclusively on TL 6916. 

2.  SDG&E may test existing underground cable in the Scripps Lake project. 

3.  As soon as possible, upon completion of testing the cable, SDG&E shall file 

and serve a brief report on the testing process and its results. 

4.  If testing shows that the cable has failed, SDG&E may do only the work 

necessary to secure the site. 

                                              
1  This concern arises because the e-mail attached to SDG&E’s request has as its subject 
“TL669-6916 Scripps Lake.” 

2  The parties and the Administrative Law Judge have been notified by e-mail that the 
complainant, Eric Little, is out of state on business and has not had an opportunity to 
review or respond to SDG&E’s request. 
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5.  If SDG&E chooses to do work to secure the site, as soon as possible upon 

completion of the work, SDG&E shall file and serve a brief report on the process 

of securing the site. 

6.  SDG&E may undertake all work required to splice the cable ends in the 

underground section of the Scripps Lake project that have not yet been spliced. 

7.  As soon as possible, upon completion of splicing the cable, SDG&E shall 

file and serve a brief report on the splicing process. 

8.  SDG&E may undertake all work required to complete the terminations at 

Scripps substation of existing cable in the underground section of the Scripps 

Lake project. 

9.  As soon as possible, upon completion of the terminations at Scripps 

substation, SDG&E shall file and serve a brief report on the termination process. 

10.  Permission to do any work other than that set out in paragraphs 1-9 above 

is denied. 

11.  Because time is of the essence in the completion of the work authorized, this 

Ruling is issued on an ex parte basis. 

12.  Because time is of the essence in the completion of the work authorized, this 

Ruling is effective immediately. 

Dated October 29, 2004, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 

  /s/ ANNE E. SIMON 
  Anne E. Simon 

Administrative Law Judge 



C.04-08-011  AES/eap 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that I have by mail, and by electronic mail to the parties to which 

an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the 

original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Allowing Emergency Work 

on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.   

Dated October 29, 2004, at San Francisco, California. 

 
/s/ ERLINDA PULMANO 

Erlinda A. Pulmano 
 

N O T I C E  
 

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities 
Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, 
San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to 
ensure that they continue to receive documents.  You 
must indicate the proceeding number on the service list 
on which your name appears. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings 
(meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are 
accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a 
particular location is accessible, call:  Calendar Clerk 
(415) 703-1203. 
 
If specialized accommodations for the disabled are 
needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making 
the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at 
(415) 703-2074, TTY 1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at 
least three working days in advance of the event. 
 


